FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
thanks to Lenin and Stalin, did my people find its dear Fatherland,
its splendid collective farms. How happy I am that I live and work
for the good of our Fatherland. I have been working in the col-
lective farm for seven years; I have given and am giving all my
strength to the work, learning from Bolsheviks to fight against
difficulties."
Again, at an election meeting in a Nenetz village in the Arctic
circle, K. D. Yamkin, himself a Nenetz, declared: "I am overjoyed
to have been nominated by the toilers of our district for the Soviet
of Nationalities. I was born in a reindeer tent, and there I spent
my childhood. In my early years I worked for kulaks. The labour
was hard and there was no pleasure in life. Soviet power has brought
us happiness and joy. I know that I am working not only for myself,
but also for the good of our splendid Fatherland. I see the new
life, I see how formerly oppressed peoples of Taimir have been
regenerated."
The Moscow News of October 27, 1937, described a visit of
some medical students to a village of the Mansi people living in
the Taiga of the Northern Urals. The Mansi were once a strong,
warlike tribe of hunters and deer breeders. Pressed back by stronger
tribes, and later falling under the yoke of the Russian colonizers,
the Mansi began to degenerate and die out. Vodka and disease
were brought to the Taiga by the Russian merchants and officials.
At the time of the Soviet Revolution the Mansi Were on the verge
of extinction. Not more than a few families remained of the large
tribe.
"In a thicket on the bank of a river the tourists saw a few un-
inhabited log huts; the Mansi, it appeared, had moved to their
summer residence on a plateau. A little further on, pointed huts,
covered with birch-bark, appeared. Nearby, a herd of deer, like
a forest of moving branched horns, grazed lazily on a green slope.
A group of curious children came out of the huts to meet the
tourists. The guests were welcomed in a friendly manner by the
hunters.
"The Mansi village Soviet, situated in the camp of Toshemka,
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